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Thoughts from the President: 
 
This year it has been my privilege to be the President of 
the Rotary Club of Henley Bridge during a very successful 
25th year. 
 
The Club has managed the most successful Henley Half 
Marathon in its 25 years and also the most successful Sue 
Ryder Firework & Halloween event ever. Altogether the 
Club has raised over £34,000 for our Trust Fund.  
The monies in our Trust Fund are used for many worthy 
causes both at local and international levels.  
 
In recent years we have tried to emphasise that we are a 
Service organisation and  have tried to use the funds to 
achieve things that we can do, and control to a great extent, 
thereby ensuring that the funds are well spent. An example 
of this is the project to provide a gardening facility that can 
be used by the residents of Chiltern End Residential Home 
that we hope will soon be ready for use. 
 
Internationally we have teamed up with our contact clubs 
in France and Germany to raise funds for a clean water 
project for a third world country. Our funds for this project 
were raised at a very successful concert, which featured the 
Reading Male Voice Choir in St Mary’s. 
 
Rotary in Henley has been around for over 50 years. It has 
not stayed the same over these years and is continuing to 
evolve to meet the needs of its members and their families, 
and the changing needs of a changing world. Like all  
service organisations we are in need of new members and  
I cordially invite  anyone interested in giving a little help 
back into the community, or indeed in membership, to 
come next Wednesday the 30 April to hear Dame  Stepha-
nie Shirley  speak on her success in creating a hugely  
successful business in the area, and indeed to see Rotary in 
action. 
 
We have a dream – the dream can become reality – Rotary 
can and will do the job. 
   President Mike Lakey 

 
Officers for 08/09:  

  
President : Joy Arnott  

President Elect : Barry Stanley 
Junior Vice President : Alun Harvey 

Secretary : David Napier 
Treasurer Bob Ponchaud 
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23 April 08 
St George’s Day  Fellowship  Friends  

 
26 April 08 

Health Awareness Day  - Partners and Friends  
 

30 April 08 - Partners and Friends  

 Business Night 
Speaker—Dame Stephanie Shirley 

 
7 May 08 

Committees 
 

10/11 May 08 

25th Celebratory Weekend 
Jubilee Dinner at River & Rowing Museum 

Visit from St Hilaire & Bad Oldesloe 
 

14 May 08 
Fellowship 

 
21 May 08 & 28 May 08 

 No meeting   
 
 

4 June 08 
New Committees  

 
7 June 08 

Street Collection for Headway                                                                                                                            
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The 25 th Celebration Dinner May 10 
The 25th anniversary celebration of Henley Bridge will be held 
at the River & Rowing Museum. There will be guests from 
both our twinned clubs, St Hilaire and Bad |Oldesloe and all 
Past Presidents have been invited with numerous previous 
members. I understand that brief  highlights of previous years 
may feature, memorable items from past years and possibly a 
slide show of past presidents. 
With champagne on arrival and wine on the tables it should be 
a memorable evening. 
 
Itinerary for French & German Rotarians. 10/11 May 
10.00am Meet & Greet at Badgemore Park golf club.  
11.45 till 1500 Bowls for  the cup at the Henley Bowls Club 
with a light buffet lunch.  
19.00 for 1930. 25th Anniversary dinner at RRM  
11.30am Sunday Brunch at the Henley Golf Club visitors de-
part 14.30. 
 
 
 
Sue Ryder Fireworks and Halloween Night 
David Napier gave club an update on the plans for this years 
event which will be on the 25th Oct. A committee has been 
sitting to evaluate the way forward and DN outlined the major 
changes: 
The bonfire will be moved back to the other side of the pond 
releasing more room for the spectators who were estimated at 
3500 at last years event. The bar, band and pig roast will all 
be moved back again allowing more room. 
FB talked about some of the safety issues and talked of 2 inci-
dents at last years event and how it was impossible to get an 
ambulance into the ground because of the traffic. This year we 
will have a St Johns Ambulance on site. A Chief Safety Officer 
with a number of marshals will supervise. 
Jim McW who will run this years event talked about outsourc-
ing much of the manual labour that we find so  difficult these 
days, and one contractor will be responsible for the various 
marquees, tables etc 
The fireworks contractor has been asked to tone down the 
‘bangs’ a bit an concentrate on the ‘ooh aaa’ instead. 
A new PA system is also to be procured and in all these 
changes will cost some £1800 which will recouped buy a rise 
in entry fees from £3 to £4 for peds and cars being charged a 
standard rate of £15. Entry fees have been the same for the 
last 3 years so a rise is well justified. 
These changes were approved by Council and overwhelm-
ingly supported by members.  
This all gets the event off to a flying start and our grateful 
thanks go to DN  who has run it for the last 3 years and his 
committee who  comprised DN, SW, JMcW, FB and ML  It’s a 
great start Jim !! 
 

Swaziland’s Hope is its Children 
In a letter from Ruth in Swaziland, she relates progress from 
the new settlement in Bulembo. She has a class of 27 herself 
and the school has 125 pupils which is expected to double 
next year.  The kids wear uniforms and discipline is tight (no 
fear of complaints here). It is clear that the children have suf-
fered  with many having  lost  both parents. The kids live in 
houses with house mums in charge. The community is grow-
ing with a  bottled water project, a honey project and a souve-
nir shop which employs local labour to make items which are 
sold both locally and over the internet. 
There are a number of Christian missions  supporting this 
Christian community which does indeed seem to be doing 
Gods work for these needy children.  
Bulembo is an interesting place, once a gold mining town of 
some size it was deserted  when the mine closed  and is 
slowly being restored to accommodate more people by ABC 

(Abandoned Babies of Christ) 
a Christian charity. .Swaziland 
has the highest percent of 
HIV/AIDS anywhere in the 
world. Our little donation goes a very very long way here, and 
does it very directly. 
 
 
Concert 
The Reading Male Voice Choir concert in St Mary’s was well 
received and raided £1,225 in aid of the Water Aid Project. 
The precise destination of the aid is not yet defined but a Ne-
pal project is being investigated. 
 
Texas Scramble 
The date for the event is August 27th  but the venue has been 
changed to Badgemore Golf Club  and the event will be 
played over 9 holes. We have the Tee from 2.00pm to 3-
30pm  All members their partners and Friends are all wel-
come. We will let you know costs shortly for the Golf and Din-
ner and just for Dinner .  Dinner likely to be 6-30pm. 
Ian McGaw will be in charge as usual. 
 

“ I’m an honorary bloke and proud of it” says Vivienne 
The year 99/2000 was  Rotary Centennial Year and John McDonnell 
was District Governor, so  a big year for the club.  
After our third debate late in 98 we decided that we had to admit lady 
members, that is most of us, but we still had a few renegades who 
were going to instantly resign. Anyway in October 2000 our first lady 
member, Vivienne  Schweikert  was  inducted , and she considered 
rightly that she was at least the equal of any male in the club and set 
about proving it. In a half page article in the Henley Standard the 
headlined screamed “ I’m an honorary bloke and proud of it”.   
Vivienne turned out to be a most useful member and was on course to 
be President when her job moved her to other parts.  
 John McD  reminded me recently that Michael Heseltine was our 
guest for Founders Night that year and we had an excellent turnout 
from both clubs at Leander. Excellent speaker and we chatted about 
his role previously as Defence Minister and mine in the Defence In-
dustry, and of course politics and I said I voted Liberal Democrat. As I 
took him down to his car he turned and said to me in parting “ Do try 
and vote more sensibly next time”.   
In April 00 we had the now famous Carl Rigby, MD of AIT to speak 
at a Business Persons Dinner, which although well attended and con-
tacts were followed up, brought in no new members. 
 Local Centennial activities were the Centennial Garden and the River 
and Rowing Museum Display. The District Conference was at  
Brighton and as John McD was DG we had to be there in force to man 
the stockades.  A memorable year for me. 
 
Ladies now represent 15% of Rotarians worldwide,  over 20% in 
North America,   Philippines etc and, 5% in RIBI and we have 
some16% in this club. 
 
Young Chef 
Held at Henley College on Tues March 11th with John Herring 
sponsoring the project as usual  Competing Schools were Gil-
lotts, Piggotts, Chiltern Edge, Langtree and the Oratory. Win-
ners this year were Gillotts with  Lucy Stark and Arabella Wilt-
shire. Second were  Piggotts  with Hannah Mackenzie and Lau-
ren Dobson. 
Prizes were presented  (and donated )by John Herring 1st £25 
each,2nd £15 each,3rd £10 each plus £100 to each school  , for 
equipment purchase. John also reimburses the competitors with 
£12 for ingredients. The competition is to prepare, cook and 
serve a healthy 3 course meal for 2 people, cost not to exceed 
£12 and time allowed is 1 hour 30 mins. 
The regional final of the Young Chef competition was held at 
the Warriner School, Banbury and was won by 14 year old 
Emily Shaw from Luckley-Oakfield school in Wokingham.  The 
standard of competition was incredibly high, a fact that was 
confirmed by the principal judge Raymond Blanc who was so 
impressed that he has offered Emily and all of the other Re-
gional finalists the opportunity to spend some time learning 
even more from his staff at Le Manoir. 

 

 


