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A Final Word from President Mike

As the Rotary year draws to a close it is natucalook
back on a year that has seen the club engage ie seny
successful activities. The Club has made a differdar so
many people and you can be justly proud of all ttwat,
Rotarians, Partners, Relatives and Friends havaeaad.
But to look back is productive only if we can lefnom
history and take this knowledge forward into theife. A
new team led by our first ‘Madam’ President is rgad
lead us toward new horizons. Let us all work toweod-
tinuing success and give our new President alktiygport
that she deserves.

Also taking ‘office’ again this year is Bob de Bdarho
becomes the new chairman of Probus. This organisati
was started by Rotary as a suitable club for theke had
lost their classifications on retirement and neettedetire
from Rotary. Perhaps the members of Probus werérdte
Friends of Rotary? hank you for all that you haeme
this year,

President Mike(now definitely retired)

The Bridge— have your say

With the advent of the whole club being on email, and mes-
sages flashing across the ethernet at phantasmagorical
speeds (well at least sometimes) we must ask ourselves
what do we need the Bridge for, who does it reach, and
why do we need it at all. | would welcome contributions on
this from readers. But for my money:

It reaches the homes of Rotarians and is frequently
read by wives, even husbands. and this does keep
then interested in what the club is doing and
when,

It reaches those members who were not present at
meetings and conveys the gist of what was said
by a speaker or a Chair. Members after all only
attend perhaps 50% on average and long leaves
of absence are becoming more the norm.

We send the Bridge to Friends, Hon Members, and
also to prospective members as a view of the
club’s activities. We have in the past sent it to the
Henley Club, St Hilaire and Bad Oldesloe ( al-
though not recently)

There are inevitably overlaps with other methods of com-
munication and we could send it by email (although it is on
the web site anyway) would it reach the same audience? Is
it in the right format?



Alan Priddy Round the World Yachtsman

Our first big speaker of the year was Alan Priddy

from the Rotary Club of Southsea Castle who has

just returned from a Round the World trip,on the 5

July taking with him disadvantaged youngsters.

The trip accommodated only 2 adults and 2 young-

sters and each leg was about1000 miles. Each youngster was
guaranteed at least one

sector. The 50 youngsters

in the programme who

were aged 13-21, had to

raise between them

£50,000 pounds which

according to Alan they did

with some ease, even

raising money for other

causes. They did it by

Event Management such

as hiring a dog track and Lively lady is a small sailing boat
selling the evening to commer-  only 36ft in length by 9ft beam .
cial business’s. The crew of 2 crew and 2 young
Alan said that he started with people, hot bed the 2 births. She
nothing and made his way in was built in 948 , and famously
the world and tried to promote
his drive and initiative into the
children who also were also
starting with next to nothing.
The children after moOnths of training were flown out to the
start port and given instruction about their destinations and
stayed with Rotary families there for a period, then crewed the
boat for the leg before flying home. The intention being to
show them what you can achieve using a little drive and a lot
of initiative and a lot of faith from those sending them!. Some
36 of the 50 children were considered highly successful and
the children, led by 4 considered outstanding,. One Lauren
Harris not yet 18, is to take over the project for yet another
Round the World trip. A natural leader said Alan.

It was a memorable evening, attended by some 44 people and
rounded off by a vote a thanks by Mike Lakey who has experi-
ence in this area. A great start Nicki!

handed by Sir Alex Rose in 1968,
40 years ago. and is currently on
loan from Portsmouth Museum.

The 25™ Celebration Dinner May 10

The 25" anniversary celebration of Henley Bridge RC was
held at the River & Rowing Museum on May 10.. There were
guests from both our twinned clubs, St Hilaire and Bad Olde-
sloe and many Past Presidents attended.

President Mike conducted a “This is your life” on the life of
Henley Bridge, interviewing briefly all the Past Presidents.
Each Past President was allocated a minute or so to talk on
something special in their year (although most spoke for
somewhat longer). An audio visual was run on a big screen
throughout the meal showing highlights of previous years
including a slide show of past presidents. About 110 attended
the evening. Good venue. Good evening.

was sailed around the world single

Founder President John Blundell resigns

John Blundell announced his retirement from the club, after
many years in Rotary and serving as Founder President 25
years ago. A great advocate for Rotary overseas he personal
drove the Choir Concerts recently that have raised substantial
amounts for international aid projects.

Also leaving this year is Brian Heath , who has served the
club as Treasurer and President in 2000/01. He has been at
the helm during a period of a huge increase in the Charity
Fund and it is no coincidence that the Treasurers job is now
being handled by 3 people! Bob Ponchaud as Treasurer and
looking after the Trust Fund whilst Lin looks after the Meal
Account and Peter looks after the Operating Account. Brian
will be a great loss but we expect to stay in touch with him
socially and on the golf course..

Rotary Information Evening

The loss of people of this calibre has led the club to redouble
its efforts to recruit new and hopefully younger members, This
will include a series of brief talks on a few limited topics. All
members are being encouraged to put forward names to
Barry Stanley. It will not be on a club evening.

Jim McWhirter firms up Uganda trip

Jim McWhirter will now be going to Uganda for the Dr Bank
programme in January 09 and club have earmarked £1800 to
support this Rotary programme. Jim is using all his influence
to obtain medical supplies and is refreshing some of his surgi-
cal skills for the trip. He has looked forward to such a project
for some time and it was he who arranged for Dr Edward
Walker to talk to us in March. | noted at the time :

The Kizizi Hospital In Uganda hospital is the only one serving
a large area serving some 250,000 people. Mr Walker was
the only fully trained Surgeon there although they have staff
of some 200. Hygiene is primitive, and there are few drugs
etc. Interestingly the rate of infections is no higher than in the
NHS, probably due to the lack of antibiotics etc that even the
animal here take in large quantities. They have some limited
hydroelectric power, an old and primitive Xray machine, but
no aircon etc. Patients attend the hospital with their family
who do the cooking etc and sleep near the patients bed.
There is virtually no waste - everything is recycled.

We wish you luck Jim

March Concert in aid of a Water Aid Project

Some £1225 was raised from the Reading Male Voice Choir
Concert and International (under Mike Pooley’s new leader-
ship) are trying to find a suitable project.

Peter Allen walks in to club

Peter got a great reception when he walked into club recently
using his latest prostheti. It will make a huge difference once
he has got used to it. At present | understand he is still in
learning mode.
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Collections for Headway

We raised £940 for Headway in the collection in the town and
at Tesco and Community Chair Alun will be proposing we in-
crease this to £1000I.



